

























	 2.  “We’re	here	to	help	accelerate	the	success	of	north	Iowa	businesses,”	says	Jamie	Zanios,	director	of	







economy.	A highly skilled and available workforce, an efficient transportation infrastructure and 	
supportive	local	and	state	governments	are	crucial	factors	when	businesses	look	to	expand	their		
operations.	In	the	historic	southeast	Iowa river town of Fort Madison,	one	longtime	employer	and		


























































employees	 are	 all	 former	Maytag	
employees	who	were	responsible	for	







agreed	 to	 be	 one	 of 	 Springboard’s	
first clients in the new venture. 





	 It	 was	 estimated	 that	 outsourced	
engineering	 services	 revenues	world-
wide	were	 $750	billion	 in	 2004	and	
are	 projected	 to	 exceed	 $1.1	 trillion	
by	2020.
	 “Small	 manufacturers	 are	 using	
our	 services	because	 they	don't	have	





of 	 its	 clients.	 “We	 offer	 the	 entire	




























	 The	 company	 refurbished	 a	
40,000-square-foot	building	that	was	
formerly	a	retail	store.	
	 The	 project	 was	 awarded	
$400,000	from	the	Iowa	Department	
of 	 Economic	 Development’s	
Community	Economic	Betterment	











	 This	 “Iowa	 Innovators”	 article	 is	 a	
joint	 project	 of 	 the	 Iowa	Department	 of 	
Economic	 Development	 and	 the	 Iowa	
Newspaper	Association.	If 	you	have	business	
stories	to	share	in	a	future	column,	contact	
IDED,	 200	 East	 Grand	 Avenue,	




Planting the Seeds of Business Success
	 On	 the	 farm,	 an	 incubator	 is	 a	
warm,	 protected	 place	 for	 fertil-
ized	 eggs	 to	 develop	 under	 the	
watchful	 eye	 of 	 the	 farmer	 until	
they	 hatch.	 Likewise,	 the	 North	
Iowa	Business	Incubator,	is	a	nurtur-









P a p p a j o h n	
Entrepreneurial	
Center	(JPEC).
	 A n d 	 w i t h	










averages	 for	new	 job	growth	 show	



















	 The	 North	 Iowa	 Business	
Incubator	 has	 been	 open	 since	
November	2007,	and	it	allows	clients	
































D e p a r t m e n t	

















not	 trait-brand	 loyal,”	 said	 John	

















its	 technology	 and	 have	 access	 to	
JPEC’s	business-consulting	services.”
	 And	 just	 as	 Latham	 grows	 his	
customer-focused	 business,	Mason	
City’s	 JPEC	 and	 the	 North	 Iowa	
Accelerator/Incubator	 continue	
to	 provide	 client-focused	 business	
services	to	north	Iowa	entrepreneurs.
	 This	 “Iowa	 Innovators”	 article	 is	 a	
joint	 project	 of 	 the	 Iowa	Department	 of 	
Economic	 Development	 and	 the	 Iowa	
Newspaper	Association.	If 	you	have	business	
stories	to	share	in	a	future	column,	contact	
IDED,	 200	 East	 Grand	 Avenue,	









force, an efficient transportation infra-






























































long	wind	 turbine	blades	 in	 2007,	





















with	 a	 $1.6	 mil-
lion	 award	 from	
the	 Economic	












	 Revak	 says	 the	 company’s	 three-
year	expansion	project	will	add	75,000	
square	feet	to	its	existing	building,	and	
construct	 a	 second	 125,000-square-
foot	plant.
	 Doubling	the	size	of 	the	workforce	
will	 occur	 over	 three	 years	 as	 well.	












technology	 and	 being	 customer	
driven	will	help	companies	large	or	
small	 succeed	 in	 this	 competitive	
global	economy.”
	 This	 “Iowa	 Innovators”	 article	 is	 a	
joint	 project	 of 	 the	 Iowa	Department	 of 	
Economic	 Development	 and	 the	 Iowa	
Newspaper	Association.	If 	you	have	business	
stories	to	share	in	a	future	column,	contact	
IDED,	 200	 East	 Grand	 Avenue,	
D e s 	 M o i n e s , 	 I A 	 5 0 3 0 9 .	
1-800-245-IOWA.
Fort Madison
